SAINT LUKE CHURCH
A warm welcome to all who gather in the name of Christ this morning. If
you are looking for a church home, we hope you will consider Saint Luke
Church.
Masks are not required for people who are vaccinated. Unvaccinated
persons should wear a face covering and maintain six feet social distance.
For your convenience, we offer large print copies of the Sunday bulletin and
individual sound enhancement devices programmed to the frequency of our
sound system.
Sharing of the Peace will be done in place and without contact. A nod
toward the neighbor, a bow of the head, a wave or other signs of mutual
spiritual respect can be used.
Offering will be taken during the service.
Free parking is available in the parking garage behind the church. Enter from
Melrose St. (one block north of Belmont).

SAINT LUKE CHURCH

If there is anything else we can do to assist your worship experience, please
let the ushers know.

Summer 2021
2

SAINT LUKE CHURCH
June 27, 2021
Sundays after Pentecost-Lectionary 13

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
TIME AFTR PENTECOST – LECTIONARY 13
JUNE 27, 2021 • 8:30 AM

PRAYER CONNECTION AND REFLECTION
Time to reflect and pray individually as you prepare for worship
THE PRAYER FOR THE DAY
Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear the prayers of your people. Be our strong
defense against all harm and danger, that we may live and grow in faith and hope, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE ILL
O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers: Mercifully hear our prayers and
grant to your servants:
Maryann Palermo
Abigail Zhang
Patricia Grunde
Janet Hagberg
Christian Long
Matthew Castro
Kenneth Markworth
Jeanette Geweke
Dan Horton
Calvin Clements
Laurie Strohmayer
Rosemarie Morgen
Linda Planekowsky
Mark Van Scharrel
Hayden Berthelot
Judith Hoyer
Donna Jitchotvisut
the help of your power, that illness may be turned into health and our sorrow into joy; through
Jesus Christ. Amen
FOR GREATER COMMITMENT
Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated to you; and
then use us, we pray, as you will, but always to your glory and the welfare of your people,
through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
REMEMBER THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES
Almighty God, we commit to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our
armed forces at home and abroad:
Nicholas Bakulinski Jeremy Strohmayer Dan McCarthy Lucas Kratz Preston Larson
Defend them with your heavenly grace and grant them a sense of your abiding presence
wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE PRAYER
O God, author of all peace and concord, grant us the vision to see and the faith to believe in
a world emancipated from violence, where fear shall no longer lead men to commit injustice,
nor selfishness make them bring suffering to others. Help us to devote our thoughts and
energy to the task of making peace, praying always for the inspiration and the power to fulfill
the destiny for which we and all humanity were created. In the name of Jesus, the Prince of
Peace, we pray. Amen.
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G A T H E R I N G ____________________________________________________
Sit

Prelude: “I call to Thee Lord Jesus Christ”

Stand

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen
In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
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J.S. Bach

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
God's wrath is short; God's favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
While I felt secure, I said,
"I shall never be disturbed.
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains."
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
I cried to you, O Lord;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me;
O Lord, be my helper."
You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.

Entrance Hymn
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether,
for when humbly in your name two or three are met together,
you are in the midst of them.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch we now your garment’s hem.
As disciples used to gather in the name of Christ to sup,
then with thanks to God the giver break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluia! Alleluia! So now bind our friendship up.
All our meals and all our living
make as sacraments of you, that by caring, helping, giving, we may be disciples true.
Alleluia! Alleluia! We will serve with faith anew.

Second Reading
The reading concludes: The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray…
The congregation responds: Amen

Stand

Alleluia Verse

W O R D __________________________________________________________________
Sit

First Reading
The reading concludes: The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 30
I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
O Lord my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
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Lamentations 3:22-33

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

+

SAINT MARK 5:21-43 +

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

Sermon
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2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Stand

Hymn of the Day
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed
thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.

Sit

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition: Remember your compassion and love:
Send your Spirit, Lord, hear our prayer.

Stand

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

M E A L ___________________________________________________________________
Sit

Gathering of the Gifts “I’m so glad”
Offering for the Congregation
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me. I’m so glad Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
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Stand

The Words of Institution

Presentation of the Gifts

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
Sit

Communion
All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. At the invitation of an usher, please
proceed to communion by the center aisle and return via the side aisles.
Hymn
Abide, O dearest Jesus, among us with your grace,
that evil may not harm us nor we to sin give place.

Abide, O Dearest Jesus

Abide, O dear Redeemer, among us with your word
and thus now and hereafter true peace and joy afford.

Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts; our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Abide with heav’nly brightness among us, precious Light;
your truth direct and keep us from error’s gloomy night.
Abide with richest blessings among us, bounteous Lord;
let us in grace and wisdom grow daily through your word.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Abide, O faithful Savior, among us with your love;
grant steadfastness and help us to reach our home above.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

S E N D I N G _____________________________________________________________

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Stand

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Table Blessing
Prayer after Communion
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Blessing

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
TIME AFTR PENTECOST – LECTIONARY 13
JUNE 27, 2021 • 10:30 AM

Prayer for Peace

G A T H E R I N G ____________________________________________________

Recession
Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude: Little Prelude and Fugue in C Major

J.S. Bach

Sit

Prelude: “I call to Thee Lord Jesus Christ”

Stand

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.

Robert Johnson, Presiding Minister
Dale Hoiberg, Assisting Minister

Maia Surace, Cantor
Don Mead, Organist
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We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen
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J.S. Bach

You brought me up, O Lord, | from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down | to the grave.
Sing praise to the Lord, | all you faithful;
give thanks in ho- | ly remembrance.
God's wrath is short; God's favor | lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes | in the morning.
While I felt se- | cure, I said,
"I shall never | be disturbed.
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains."
Then you hid your face, and I was | filled with fear.
I cried to | you, O Lord;
I pleaded with | my Lord, saying,
"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down | to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness?
Hear, O Lord, and have mer- | cy upon me;
O Lord, | be my helper."
You have turned my wailing | into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy.
Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing;
O Lord my God, I will give you | thanks forever.

In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Entrance Hymn
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether,
for when humbly in your name two or three are met together,
you are in the midst of them.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch we now your garment’s hem.
As disciples used to gather in the name of Christ to sup,
then with thanks to God the giver break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluia! Alleluia! So now bind our friendship up.
All our meals and all our living
make as sacraments of you, that by caring, helping, giving,
we may be disciples true.
Alleluia! Alleluia! We will serve with faith anew.
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray…
The congregation responds: Amen

Second Reading
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
The reading concludes: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia Verse

W O R D __________________________________________________________________
Sit

First Reading
Lamentations 3:22-33
The reading concludes: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 30
I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lift- | ed me up
and have not let my enemies triumph | over me.
O Lord my God, I cried | out to you,
and you restored | me to health.
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The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

+

SAINT MARK 5:21-43 +

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

Sermon
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Stand

Hymn of the Day
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed
thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

Sit

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition: Remember your compassion and love:
Send your Spirit, Lord, hear our prayer.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

Stand

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

Sit
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M E A L ___________________________________________________________________
Gathering of the Gifts “I’m so glad”
Offering for the Congregation
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me. I’m so glad Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me.
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me.
Stand

Presentation of the Gifts
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Sit

Communion
All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. At the invitation of an usher, please
proceed to communion by the center aisle and return via the side aisles.
Hymn
Abide, O dearest Jesus, among us with your grace,
that evil may not harm us nor we to sin give place.

Abide, O Dearest Jesus

Abide, O dear Redeemer, among us with your word
and thus now and hereafter true peace and joy afford.
Abide with heav’nly brightness among us, precious Light;
your truth direct and keep us from error’s gloomy night.

Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts; our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Abide with richest blessings among us, bounteous Lord;
let us in grace and wisdom grow daily through your word.
Abide, O faithful Savior, among us with your love;
grant steadfastness and help us to reach our home above.

S E N D I N G _____________________________________________________________
Stand

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Table Blessing
Prayer after Communion

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Blessing

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Words of Institution
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
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Prayer for Peace
Recession
Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude: “Little Prelude and Fugue in C Major”

Robert Johnson, Presiding Minister
Dennis Grabowski, Assisting Minister

J.S. Bach

Maia Surace, Cantor
Don Mead, Organist
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NEWS

AND
June 27, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today
Sundays after Pentecost – Lectionary 13

Our long liturgical season of growth continues. On the altar, the green shoots are but a
promise of the lush growth this season will eventually produce. Each week this sapling will
grow, its colors mirroring the greens of the season. As the strips extend across the altar, they
will form a cross that will ultimately enfold the entire space with every color of the growing
season. We, the baptized congregation, are like these diverse strips: together we form the
Body of Christ—one body composed of many diverse members.

Introduction to the Day
A woman finds healing by touching Jesus’ cloak, and a girl is restored to life when he takes
her by the hand. In both cases a boundary is crossed: in Jesus’ time the hemorrhaging woman
was considered ritually unclean, polluting others by her touch and anyone who touched a
corpse also became unclean. In Mark’s gospel Jesus breaks down barriers, from his first meal
at a tax collector’s house to his last breath on the cross as the temple curtain is torn in two.
We dare to touch Jesus in our “uncleanness” and to live as a community that defines no one
as an outsider.

Next Week - Changes at Saint Luke
Beginning next Sunday, July 4, 2021 there will be ONE service at 9:30 a.m. The change in
worship time will hopefully accommodate early church attendees and later church goers.
In addition to the worship time change, we will go back to coffee hour immediately
following the service in the Lobby. This hybrid version of coffee hour will include
congregants in person and those online. Click on “Coffee Hour” or enter the following URL
into your browser: https://bit.ly/3pbTyFF. It’s a wonderful way to get caught up with
Saint Luke friends.

Needs at Home
Give the gift of “cool” for July. The Monthly Gifts Program is collecting powdered drink
mixes (Kool-Aid, Tang, etc.) for summer refreshment along with a necessary dose of
Vitamin C. This collection will be distributed to needy families through the Lakeview
Pantry. Please leave your donation in the specially marked barrel in the church lobby

Saint Luke Alum
One of Saint Luke’s own, Kayla Bushey, has been training for the Olympics! Her specialty is
the Track and Field Triple Jump. This year she missed qualifying for the Olympics by one
person! Her goal is to continue to train and participate in the 2024 Olympics. Please wish
her well and if you would like to donate to help her continue training, you can do so at
https://gofund.me/875df487. Questions? Check in the church office 773.472.3383.

St. Luke Evening Tea!
St. Luke Evening Tea will meet tonight at 6:00 p.m. You’re invited! The link for "St. Luke
Evening Tea" can be found on the website at stlukechicago.org. Click on “Evening Tea” or
enter the following URL into your browser: https://bit.ly/3pbTyFF. See you this evening!
Remember Coffee Hour will be changing to Sunday at 10:30 on July 4, 2021. (see the Summer
Changes at Saint Luke paragraph for more information.)

Bible Class
Bible Class will meet this Thursday, July 1, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. Get you lunch and join the
group to discuss the lessons and Gospel for Lectionary 14.
The lessons are: Ezekiel 2:1-5, 2 Corinthians 12:2-10, Saint Mark 6:1-13
The link for "Bible Class" can be found on the website at stlukechicago.org. Click on “Bible
Class” or enter the following URL into your browser: https://bit.ly/39AbHrQ
Meeting ID: 992 4691 2627
Passcode: saintluke
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THIS WEEK

at Saint Luke Church

SUNDAY, June 27, 2021
Holy Communion 8:30 a.m.
Holy Communion 10:30 a.m.
Evening Tea 6:00 p.m.
Link: https://bit.ly/3pbTyFF
MONDAY, June 28 – July 2, 2021
Summer Camp

Church
Church
via Zoom
3rd and 4th floors

THURSDAY, July 1, 2021
Bible Class 12:00 p.m.
Link: https://bit.ly/39AbHrQ
Call Committee Meeting 7:30 p.m.

via Zoom
via Zoom

SUNDAY, July 4, 2021
Holy Communion 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour 10:30 a.m.
Link: https://bit.ly/3pbTyFF

Church
In-Person and via Zoom
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SAINT LUKE Academy
1500 W. Belmont Avenue • Chicago, IL 60657

Mrs. Beck was able to find reasons to suggest we are not. We would not be able to have
these memories without the people who helped us get here and through it all.

Saint Luke Academy 2021 Valedictorian Speech

Pastor Bouman, Principal Beck, Members of the Ministry and Academy Boards of Saint Luke,
Faculty, Staff, Family, Friends, and The Graduating Class of 2021: Thank you all for joining
us on this marvelous day.
Having landed here three years ago, my experience was shorter than most, but yet it was still
fun. Coming to a new school in sixth grade, especially as a timid individual, was a challenge,
but one that was worthwhile. My first day at Saint Luke was a little hard because I did not
enjoy talking to new people. As time went on, I adjusted more to this new school. I have
grown much since those first days of school, however, I still do not enjoy talking publicly
much. Yet, here I am, standing in front of everyone, talking to you all.
Throughout the few years I have been here, I have been blessed to participate in many, great
activities that were offered to me. Some of my favorites were Walcamp, operetta, and
volleyball. Each of these was fun in its own way, but each one helped me grow into who I am
now. I know I was not alone in these, because my fellow graduates also participated in these
with me. Alan and Aiden went with me to Walcamp, and also played sports. We all also
participated in the History Fair, and this year, we all made it to the State Competition,
which unfortunately could not happen in person.
As we sit here today, we can look forward to the many new adventures and experiences
moving forward in our lives. We have a big future ahead of us. There is a lot to look forward
to in High School. We will have new opportunities given to us. It has been said “You miss
one hundred percent of the shots you do not take.” It is important for us to not miss these
shots as they come to us. We will learn from each one, both the good and the bad. As we
move on, we will meet new people, learn new lessons, and face new challenges. At some
point, we may be the challenge; sometimes to other people, but most of the time, to
ourselves. As there is a lot to look forward to in the future there is also much we can look
back at.

First of all, I would like to thank God for always being there for us and guiding us, even
when times were tough. Thank you Mom and Dad. You have always been there for me, and
supported me. Thank you for giving me this opportunity, without which I would not be
standing up here today. Thank you to the rest of my family for helping me through my
journey. I cannot forget Major, my dog, who helped me through all of it, and has been there
for emotional support. I also want to thank everyone in my classmate’s families for doing the
same for them.
Last, but not least, I want to thank all of the teachers here at Saint Luke Academy. During
my time here, I have had three teachers. First, for 6th and 7th grade, I would like to thank
Mrs. Beck for helping us learn many things, from research projects to learning to trust
ourselves. Also for 7th grade, I thank Ms. Pildner, who helped me improve my math skills.
For 8th grade, there has been Mr. Steven, who taught me many interesting science lessons.
Thank You, Mrs. Kulesza, for coaching volleyball and being our gym teacher. Each of these
teachers taught me valuable lessons in their own ways. Thank you, Pastor Bouman, for doing
devotions with us, and for sharing your stories with us. Lastly, thank you to all of the other
teachers here who always supported us.
I did not want to write this speech, but now, we are nearing the end of it, and although it
was initially difficult, with time and effort, I was able to pull through. Life might not always
be as expected, or as simple as writing a speech, but we will always find our way through it.
Because of our time here, we have learned all that we need to help us in our future
challenges. Our future challenges may be hard, but I doubt they will ever be as difficult as
one of Mr. Steve’s tests. And now, we know we are ready to move on to the next stage of our
lives.
Thank you all for being here, and supporting us on this start of a new journey.
Congratulations Class of 2021

We only learned what time meant as it went slipping through our fingers. We are able to
look back at the memories we have made here, even the bad ones. One memory we can all
share is how we got lost at Walcamp during our night hike. We later found out we were right
in front of our cabin the whole time. We also learned that even though we are “all angels”.
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Andriana Vladyslava Shoorgot
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