Christ Mass 2021

Dear Friend:
"Good News!" To us a Child is born... a Savior... Christ the Lord! We greet one another
announcing the Lord's birth in the flesh and our victory over sin and death.
Once again it is Christmas at Saint Luke Ministries. I am glad to welcome so many of you
to sing praise to the newborn King. Some have come from close by, some are with us
virtually, and others from places around the world... to all of you a warm welcome in the
name of Jesus Christ.
Saint Luke Ministries strives each day to live out the Christmas message of hope and peace
to all. Through worship in Word and Sacrament, through education for young and old,
through programs of social ministry and caring, through the arts and music the Christmas
story is made real for all who come to this place and for the community. All people need to
know that Jesus came to earth to deliver humanity from the powers of darkness and to give
life and hope now and forever.
Please make this your home in Jesus Christ.

THE FEAST OF THE

NATIVITY

May you have a most joyous and blessed Christmas.
Venite Adoremus,

Stephen P. Bouman, Pastor
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Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest: Refrain

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
THE NATIVITY

OF

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: Refrain

Annus Christi + 2021
25 D E C E M B E R 2021 9:30 A M

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Hymn of Praise

G A T H E R I N G _________________________________________________________
Sit

Prelude: “In dulci Jubilo”

J.S. Bach

Welcome
Ringing of the Bells
Stand

Processional Hymn
Please turn and face the cross as the procession enters.

O Come, All Ye Faithful

O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the King of Angels:
Refrain

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
The highest, most holy, Light of light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! Refrain
True son of the Father,
He comes from the skies;
To be born of a virgin he doth not despise.
To Bethlehem hasten with joyful accord; Refrain
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Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
who comes to | judge the earth.
The Lord will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity.
Prayer of the Day

Second Reading:
The reading concludes: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Stand

HOLY GOSPEL
Please turn to face the procession as it moves to the center of the church. The congregation sings “Let
Our Gladness Have No End,” stanzas 1 & 2

Let us pray…
The congregation responds: Amen

W O R D _________________________________________________________________
Sit

First Reading
The reading concludes: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalmody

Hebrews 1:1-12

Psalm 98

Isaiah 52:7-10

Chanted responsively

Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
O Lord, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the
sight | of the nations.
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to
the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
Sing to the Lord | with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the Lord.
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The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
+ SAINT JOHN 1:1-14 +
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Hymn “Let Our Gladness Have No End,” stanzas 3 & 4
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Sit

Sermon

Stand

Hymn of the Day

O Little Town of Bethlehem

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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Sit

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition the congregation sings:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him.
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Stand

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offertory Prayer
Let us pray. . .
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts; our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace will be done in place and without contact. A nod toward the neighbor, a
bow of the head, a wave or other signs of mutual spiritual respect can be used.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

M E A L __________________________________________________________________
Sit
Stand

Gathering of the Gifts
“Adagio” from Symphonie #5

Offering for the Congregation
C.M. Widor

Presentation of the Gifts

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise. . .
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Sit

You are indeed holy…
… in remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God,…
… the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Communion
All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. At the invitation of an usher, please
proceed to communion at the front of the church by the center aisle and return via the side
aisles.
Hymn
It Came upon the Midnight Clear
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heav’nly music floats o’er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov’ring wing,
and ever o’er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

Send now, we pray…
… with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low.
who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow:
look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing;
oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing.

Join our prayers…
…as victorious Lord of all.

And lo! the days are hast’ning on, by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever circling years shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
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S E N D I N G _____________________________________________________________
Stand

Recessional Hymn

Joy to the World

Table Blessing
Hymn

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Prayer after Communion
Prayer for Peace
Benediction
14

15

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
December 25, 2021

Postlude: “In dulci Jubilo”

J.S. Bach

Introduction to the Day
“In the beginning,” starts John’s gospel—and we know this is about the creation and recreation of the universe. In Genesis, creation began with God’s word bringing light, and
this original/new Word, Jesus, is the light of all people. The psalm tells us that this is good
news not only for humankind but for all creation, so that the waters applaud and the hills
sing for joy. Let heaven and nature sing! We make our joyful noise today as a tiny but
beloved part of this cosmic celebration.

Today
The celebration continues! The Savior of the World has been born for us. The great rift
between heaven and earth is bridged by this tiny Child who enfolds both human and divine
in his birth in our flesh. In the dark winter of sin and death we embrace and celebrate light
and life in the Word made flesh who comes to us in mystery and humility to save fallen
humanity.
Our celebration of the Christmas cycle is in bold contradiction to the dwindling vitality in
nature. Our worship setting joyfully proclaims an extraordinary beginning. Everywhere we
look there is testimony to God's action in time to reverse the course of sin and death. In the
midst of darkness we celebrate light; in the midst of emptiness, we enjoy abundance; and in
the midst of death, we embrace life.

Thank You, Thank You!!!
… for the beautiful poinsettias with which you adorned the Chancel.
…to those who gave coats, hats, scarves, mittens and food for the Pantry.
...to the following people who helped decorate the church for Christmas, including: Lori
Castro, Nathan Hatter, Adam Mead, Jonathan Mead, Janice Pohl, Saint Luke
Academy children who so beautifully decorated the Christmas tree in the lobby, Nancy
Stalder, and Linda Strohmayer.
...to the many people who did so many things and supported the work of the
congregation over the Christmas holidays that it is difficult to single out, by name, all
who were involved – the choirs and musicians, the fine congregation.
…and, above all, our thanks to God for the gift of our Savior, Jesus Christ and all the
blessings showered on us.

Stephen Bouman, Presiding Minister
Dale Hoiberg, Assisting Minister
Don Mead, Organist
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Christmas Holidays
The church and school offices will be closed from December 27 until January 3. The
offices will reopen on Monday, January 3, 2022. Though the church office will not formally
be open, your calls may still be directed to the church office (773.472.3383, press 1304 to leave
your message with Elisabeth Stampfl).
• Sunday School will not meet on January 2, 2022. Sunday School will resume on January 9,
2022.
• Bible Class will not meet Thursday, December 23 or December 30. Bible Class will resume
on Thursday, January 6, 2022.
• In-Person Bible Class will not meet on Sunday, January 2, 2022. In-Person Bible Class will
resume on Sunday, January 9, 2022.
All members are reminded that the books of the congregation will be officially closed
December 31, 2021.

The Season of

Christmas
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
9:30 AM A Service of Lessons and Carols

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022
THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
9:30 AM Holy Communion with Epiphany Procession

A
star
at the
top of the
tree. Its light
shines towards
the heavens with
a radiant purity. This
light is a symbol of the
Christmas past, when the
light was a Savior, who had
come to break the shadow that
all evil had cast. Perhaps we will
not lose what the season’s spirit is,
as long as we can see the light that is
His.
Amen.
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